
 

GUSD Curriculum Council 
The GUSD Curriculum Council is comprised of teachers, instructional specialists, principals and  
district administrators.  The goal of the council is to provide centralized oversight of a coordinated 
curriculum that supports the GUSD mission and goals.  Its purpose is to ensure horizontal and vertical 
alignment of a high quality education system including curriculum, assessments, best practices and 
professional learning. 

Curriculum Council  
Notes 
4.11.17 

1:00-3:00 
1:00 

1. Focus documents revisited 
a. Focus on standards with use of curriculum + 

resources to teach the standards + pacing guide 
b. Big concepts of learning for your grade level 

Resources-framework chapters, chapters to look at 
are critical areas of instruction and essential 
learning for the next grade.  Also, CCSS website 
with descriptors 
Teachers working in grade level teams to discuss. 
Discussion of the difference between major clusters, 
supporting clusters, and additional clusters.  When 
looking at CCSS documents and the critical areas of 
instruction, we can see what areas need to be 
prioritized.  “Smarter Balanced document” tells you 
which areas will be assessed and the potential 
numbers of questions in that area.  This helps 
teachers identify the focus areas for instruction. 

               c. Working with Bridges/CPM scope and sequence color 
coding, cross reference documents 

Helps you decide which modules are most important to address. 
Make sure to note areas that may be foundational skills from previous year’s  
Standards. 
Goal is to get to all of the yellow dots but may not be at the depth you might like  
to. 

2. FW, NT documents  
a. Discussion on how designed, where they fit based on above 
b. Prioritize NC sequence using standard correlation   (previously started) 

i.  Reference previous work 
ii. Develop guiding template  

2:30 
3. ELD Roadmap- Math Interviews 



a. Liz discussion:  Math interview sharing.  Jessie and Kandie worked with Liz in applying 
the math interview with their students.  It is an instructional routine that can be fit in 
anywhere;  it is not a lesson and not only for math.  It can be used across content 
areas. 

b. The interviews are short and take 3 minutes once the interviews are in place 
c. ELD planner (graphic organizer) 
d. The Math interview is an extension of the number talks strategy.  It is not teacher 

directed.  Students go off and have a conversation with a peer.  The goal is to work on 
giving students skills to have a collaborative conversation and work on active listening 
skills.  The shift with the interview is to tie it to a lesson and the language the child 
needs and to use it in a structured way as opposed to a strategy. Teachers let go and 
let their students have a conversation.  

2:45 
4. Planning for next year 

a. Memo- Adoption to Adaption Team 
Curriculum and report card committees have been adoption committees.  Now 
is the time to start adapting. 

5. Focus on NGSS - learning and development 
a. Review CIRSI plans 

6. Open Discussion 
7. Housekeeping 

a. See memo, committees will merge into one, report card and curriculum committee.  
The committee will meet at least 4X per year with some subcommittee meetings in  
between.  The focus will on NGSS next year and you will be the lead at your site in  
2018-19. 
Summer institute will focus on the convergence model of math, science, and ELA. 
How do we integrate into units of instruction.  We will have outside support for each  
curricular area:  Christy-math, Darby-science, Anna-math 

b. Next meeting 5/24/17 PM 
c. Stipend hours 

Teacher pay for summer institute is $35 per hour 
8. Housekeeping 

a. Stipends/hours 
a. Communicate to your staff:  share with your staff the process of how we color-coded the 

Bridges scope and sequence based on the focus areas based on the framework and 
standards documents.  We have a better understanding of major clusters-green, 
supporting clusters-blue, additional clusters-yellow per grade level.  We also discussed 
additional resources that may be of support to the major and supporting clusters. 
These resources include Number Talks and Factswise.  We discussed the convergence 
of report card and curriculum committee for next year and the focus on NGSS PD and 
scope and sequence. 

Handouts: 
Agenda 
2.7.17 Notes 
Focus 

Shared Docs  
Number Talks- progressions- shared 
Factswise calendars- shared 
Factswise goals- shared 
EdReports reference for Bridges/CPM 



 


