
 Goleta Union School District 
DAC Meeting Minutes 

November 15, 2018 Meeting 
Kellogg School 

 
Attendance: DAC
Dr. Donna Lewis (DO- Supt.)    Liz Barnitz (DO- Director)  
Luz Reyes-Martin (Board member)   Kim Bruzzese (Principal Kellogg)  

 Betsy Meagher (Foothill)    Susan Zink (UTPG)    
 Kara Rocque (Kellogg)    Cressida Silvers (El Camino)   
 Lynette Nievares (Isla Vista)    Stephanie Drake (Ellwood) 

Amanda Brey (La Patera)    Alton Brown (Brandon) 
Mike Munoz (Hollister)    Kyle Begley (GEF) 
Lisa Rivas (GEF)     Stacy Rébich Hespanha (GFS) 

 
1.  Welcome and Introductions 

Cressida Silvers opened the meeting at 8:51 a.m. Dr. Lewis welcomed members and asked 
everyone to introduce themselves and their school site.  
 

2.  Approval of the Minutes as amended from October 11, 2018 
 Motion to approve minutes: Amanda Brey 
 Seconded by: Kara Rocque 
 Minutes approved.  
 
3.  Goleta Education Foundation -  
           Kyle Begley, New Executive Director of GEF, shared history of the Goleta Education     
 Foundation. GEF began as a lemon bar fundraiser and a fun run to help support music, art 
 and physical education programs at the nine schools in Goleta Union School District. The 
 foundation was transformed in 2014, given an advisory board and a broader mission.  The 
 restructuring guaranteed the  sustainability of the GEF.  

The GEF is building community support with the strategic plan. They engage the community to 
invest in and enhance the schools and they look at population of students, regardless of each 
school’s ability to raise money, being equitable.  Their two fundraisers include the Lemon Run in 
September, and a fundraiser at the Goleta Chamber of Commerce Goleta’s Finest event. They 
rely on individual family and foundations donations. 
 

 Past Director, Lisa Rivas, also shared information with the DAC representatives. GEF is not as 
 well known in the schools because they have been directing their efforts with foundations in our 
 community to invest in the schools.  They target a different group of donors than our PTAs.  

Their funding helped support the summer school program and they worked with the Women’s 
Fund of SB to put a CALM therapist in the 3 preschools and 4 TK classrooms to help with social 
emotional learning. $281,000 from Bower Foundation (IVYP, CALM, GUSD) also funds this 
initiative.  
 
Innovation grants are also available for GUSD Teachers/Specialist to receive money from GEF.  
Teachers complete an application stating their needs, starting in January.  Last year, 5 grants 
were awarded totaling $10,000.  GEF is hoping to have an Innovation Grant liaison at each 
school this year. 

 
4.   School Presentation and Tour of Campus – Kim Bruzzese 



Principal Bruzzese provided an informational sheet providing information about Kellogg School. 
(attached) 
 
Total enrollment is at 455, with 37.8% Hispanic/Latino, 41.4% White, and 11.4% Asian.  English 

 Learners are 30%, RFEP is 6%, SED is 28%, SWD is 12%.  There are 19 general education 
 teachers and Kellogg houses the district Autism program.  Mrs. Bruzzese shared some of the 
 programs they have and then took the group on a tour of the school site. 

 
5.   Golden Bell Nomination for Early Childhood Consultation 
 Dr. Liz Barnitz, Director of Instructional Services, explained the Golden Bell Award that our 
 district  was recently awarded.  Together with CALM, we provide an early childhood consultation 
 coach in our preschools and TK classes (3-5 year old students). Once a week, a therapist/coach 
 who has early childhood training, embeds in the classroom working with the classroom teacher, 
 managing conflicts, identifying emotional behavior, serving as a coach for the student and 
 the teacher. They provide small group lessons to give them tools (Toolbox of self-care). Every 
 month the teachers receive professional development from this therapist.  Parent Nights are 
 held to help parents with information for behaviors at home. They also do reflective 
 practice, building relationships with teachers. Teachers debrief with the coach, taking a teacher 
 stress inventory, TSI. 

  
6.   Educational Specifications/Facilities Master Plan 
 Superintendent, Dr. Donna Lewis, explained Educational Specifications and the need for a 
 facilities master plan for the district.  Kathleen Moore, our Educational Specifications consultant, 
 has a deep understanding of how facilities and education relate.  (What is our classroom in the 
 future going to look like?).  The Ed Specs will relate directly with the facilities master plan. A 
 committee will be put together with stakeholders and meet five times from January through May. 
 They will operate mostly from the educational standpoint. The committee will give some 
 recommendations of our wants and needs and share with the architects for the master plan. 
 (attachment included) 
 
7.  Representatives Discussion-  
 Cressida will email reps to get ideas for future topics to discuss with the rep time on the agenda.  
 
8.  Next Meeting at the District Office Board room, 401 N. Fairview Avenue, Goleta  
  Ellwood School Hosting ~ Thursday, December 13, 2018 @ 8:45 am  

 
Meeting adjourned at 11:08 am 
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